
Dear Families, 
 
I want to start by thanking those of you who donated to our emergency food collection 
for The Sheridan Story. We just delivered over 60 bags/boxes yesterday!!! 
 
To Our Students: We are very proud of you for the courage and resilience you 
demonstrated throughout the distance learning period. You have overcome the 
unexpected challenges you were faced with and the lessons learned will serve you well 
in the future. I wish you an enjoyable summer! 
 
To Our Parents: We thank you for your patience and support throughout the distance 
learning period. We realize this has been demanding and challenging for many of you 
and appreciate your dedication to your children. Please reach out to us if there are other 
ways in which we can continue to support you throughout this pandemic period. One 
way we chose to do so is to offer a blended summer school program the last week of 
July and first week of August. Please see our newsletter for additional information 
or enroll here. Finally, while what school looks like in September remains to be 
determined, we are committed to providing the most flexible and accommodating 
options for both on-site and distance learning allowable.  
 
 
The end of the school year always brings on a number of changes including staffing and 
programming. Please note that the following information is subject to change.  
 
 
Staffing Changes 
 
The following staff will be leaving for various reasons. We are eternally grateful for their 
commitment and contributions to our school and they will be missed: 
Shannon Livingston – MS English 
Karen Olson – Math Corps tutor 
Josie Allaire – English language support & French 
Erin Graves - First grade teacher 
Sean Biehn - Music teacher 
Jessie Thorson - Special education coordinator 
Maggie Holcombe - Health teacher   
Jill Van koolwijk – English language support 
Sue Nelson – Project Lead the Way 
Wayne Howard - Educational assistant 
 
The following staff have been hired and will join us next year: 
Katherine Anderson - French language & English language support 
Bri Fesler-Faue - First grade 
Phill Menge - Second grade 
Kari McKernon - Speech, language, and literacy support 
Kelly Boucher - Special education teacher 



Sarah Flagstad - Life science, STEM, & Sport science teacher 
 
 
Programming Changes 
 
Curriculum Review & Development 
Under the guidance of our Curriculum Lead Mr. Kalenze, we will continue to review and 
develop our academic program with the goal of increasing academic rigor and 
opportunities. This will include transitioning to Core Knowledge English language 
curriculum this Fall and a full review of our math curriculum. If you would like to 
participate in curriculum review, please email Mr. Kalenze. 
 
Elementary Specialist Classes 
We will increase the frequency of art and music and have replaced health class with an 
additional fitness class. Due to the availability of teachers and low interest, we will no 
longer be offering Chinese. We will offer French throughout all grades as well as 
Spanish in the early grades. We hope to grow our Spanish program in future years. 
 
Looping in Grade 3 
In order to ease transition into 3rd grade, both of our 2nd grade teachers Mrs. Baker 
and Elasky will "loop" with their current classes. What this means is that they will move 
up to 3rd grade with their students. They will also remain in the same classrooms. The 
goal of looping is to capitalize on the existing relationships to provide consistency as 
students transition into 3rd grade! 
 
Teaming Up in 4th & 5th Grade 
We have many exciting initiatives to announce for grades 4 and 5. First, the 4th grade 
class will move upstairs. This will facilitate the collaboration between 4th and 5th grades 
and free up a classroom downstairs for our new 2nd grade. Mrs. Starkey will move with 
her class and serve as the main teacher for 5th grade and Mr. Eric Johnson (EJ) will 
serve as the main teacher for 4th grade. We will also introduce specialized teaching in 
order to enhance the academic experience as well as prepare students for secondary 
scheduling. This means Mr. EJ will teach math to both 4th and 5th grade classes and 
Mrs. Starkey will teach English language arts to both classes. Students will therefore 
rotate between the two classes for those subjects. Our new life science teacher will 
teach science to both classes in their respective classrooms which will free up Mr. EJ 
and Mrs. Starkey to each teach one section of middle school English. This soft 
introduction to secondary scheduling will serve students well and ease the significant 
culture shock that students typically experience when they first experience a secondary 
specialized schedule in 6th grade. 
 
Middle School & High School 
Our secondary grades will transition to a 6 hours per day schedule. In English language 
arts, Mr. EJ will teach the 6th grade, Mrs. Starkey the 7th grade, and Mr. Kalenze will 
teach grades 8 through 11. Ms. Salzman will now teach the Health classes in addition to 
Physical education. Students in grades 6 and 7 will have the option of Music and Art or 



French while 8th graders will take Music and Art. We are exploring our options on how to 
continue incorporating Project Lead The Way at the middle school level. There have 
been many other developments at the high school level communicated to students and 
families along the way so I will not list all of them here but the highlights include 
eliminating field day for high school students and the addition of elective courses in the 
upper grades including Sport Science, Psychology, and College and Career Readiness. 
We will continue to support PSEO opportunities and grow our sports offerings although 
we are uncertain what sports will look like this fall. 
 
Thank you FIT Academy and Have a GREAT Summer! 


